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Pancreatic cancer is an international problem because of its increasing incidence worldwide. The incidence and age-adjusted mortality rates are almost equal, underscoring the aggressive nature of the disease. Although efforts are being made to unveil the principles governing the initiation and progression of this cancer, and to identify the factors that confer its particular aggressiveness, the exact succession of molecular events underlying the development of this devastating malignancy has remained unsolved. The management of pancreatic cancer is, therefore, an ongoing challenge. Many translational studies were presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) this year. The author summarizes few of them including: polymorphisms of genes involved in gemcitabine metabolism correlate with prognosis in patients receiving neoadjuvant therapy for pancreatic cancer, diagnostic performance of MUC1 for pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma, and use of whole genome expression analysis of pancreatic adenocarcinoma to predict prognosis after surgery. Pancreatic cancer remains a dismal disease and early diagnostic markers and therapeutic targets are urgently needed.